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Of Mental Illness 


And 


The poe 


IN 1954, when he was in his late 30s, the poet 
Robert Lowell was committed to the Payne 
Whitney Psychiatric Clinic in New York 
City after a manic episode. As part of his 
therapy, he began to write personal prose 
about his family and childhood, to tap into 
the torrents that streamed below the 
glacier of his intellect. This writing was a 
trial run, of sorts, for the autobiographical 
poems in his breakthrough book, “Life 
Studies” (1959). 

The bulk of this material has never been 
published. It appears for the first time in 
“Memoirs,” a new miscellany that includes 
depictions of his mental illness, reminis- 
cences of peers, including Anne Sexton, 
John Berryman, Randall Jarrell, Sylvia 
Plath, Allen Tate and Hannah Arendt, and 
other twigs and seeds, many seeing print 
for the first time. 

Does the world need “Memoirs”? Books 
by and about Lowell ( 1917-1977) might fill 
the memorial wing of a vast used book- 
store. We have his collected poems and 
many reshuffled versions of his selected 
poems. Wehave his notebooks, his teeming 
correspondence, his collected prose, his 
translations. 


We have overlapping biographies, analy- 
ses and meta-analyses. We have remem- 
brances of him in a cascade of books rang- 
ing from the pliant and supple (Eileen 
Simpson's “Poets in Their Youth”) to the 
strident and thunderous (Norman Mailer's 
“The Armies of the Night” about the 1967 
March on the Pentagon). 

There's no sign that he's coming back in 
vogue. In the most recent update of his se- 
јестед poems, issued in 2017, the editor, 
Katie Peterson, wrote: “Is it too easy to say 
that Lowell's star has fallen a bit?” She add- 
ed, in a prolix sentence that nonetheless 
makes its point, “Or is it actually that the 
sense of achievement his work self-con- 
sciousiy carries with it itself carries less 
credibility than it used to?” 

The last time 1 saw Lowell's name on 
Twitter, it was alongside the (lovely) sug- 
gestion that the actor Michael Shannon, 
who bears a spooky resemblance to the 
poet, portray him in a biopic. 

The argument 1 will make for “Memoirs” 


“Memoirs” is evocative, and sly, in its as- 
sessment of Lowell's Boston Brahmin fam- 
йу. An ancestor arrived on the Mayflower. 


t Robert Lowell's memoirs are dense y 


Mocking Dad 


et nimble. 


Robert Lowell in Boston in 
the 1950s. He is sly in 
assessing his Brahmin and 
literary family. 
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By Robert Lowell 

Edited by Steven Gould Axelrod 
and Grzegorz Kosc 

387 pages. Farrar, Straus 
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Kherson 


“Today, we stand united in 
stating that hunger must 
never again be used asa 
weapon. That is why we 
cannot tolerate what we are 
witnessing: The worst global 
food crisis in years with 
abhorrent consequences for 
millions of people - from 
Afghanistan to Madagascar, 
from the Sahel to the Horn 
of Africa.” 
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NOW FOR SEASONAL WORK, 
STAFF REQUIRED.” 


ім REALLY SORRY, 
CH ES 


THATE NO сфер! y 1 оғ, 
OK, HOW ABOUT ASSISTANCE; 
"SANTA'S 
ASSISTANTS”/ 
APART FROM BEING 
DIFFICULT TO SAY 


YOU WANT 
SHE SHOULD 


JUST ME AND THE STREETS»: 


"SANTA'S 
LiTTLE 
FRIENDS” 

GOOD GRier! 
DO YOU WANT. 


To END UP 
IN ЈАТ 7 
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Salem 15 
r“heading in | 

the wrong 

direction’ 


Whitney Woodworth 


JSA TODAY NETWORK 


% homelessne 

Seven out ( 
track, following a national trend of incre 
ity and conce over the future. 

Homelessn has consistently headli 
of city residents' top concerns. Community concern 
over homelessness has steadily risen ir annual 
surveys. Most recently, 57% of people surveyed rated 
itas a top concern. 

Concerns over crime saw a notable spike since last 
year. 


"A new concern has now emerged, as 16% of Salem 
residents say they want leaders to address crime — up | 


'ased negativ- 


ТЕГЕ 


2d the list 


idents from Sept. 7 to Sept. 13 via cell a 
calls and an online option. The survey has a 
error of plus or minus 4.9% 

DHM Research officia ] they took measures to 
ensure survey responses accurately represented 
areas of the city and the diverse backgrounds of its 
residents, making sure to talk to all age ranges, races, 
education levels and genders. 
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Mentor known 
affectionately as 
‘Cheeseburger’ 


Local man honored with 
Spirit of Salem Award 
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Edith Noriega 
Salem Statesman Journal | USA TODAY NETWORK 
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His name is John Witherspoon, but to the thou- 
sands of kids he's mentored and coached, he is sim- 
ply known as “Cheeseburger.” 

The 72-year-old was honored with the Spirit of Sa 
lem Award earlier this month for his dedication to the 
community, which has spanned over 40 years and 
stretched across the Boys & Girls Club, Four Corners 
Elementary School and youth sports. 

The award, which recognizes Salem's most influ- 
ential leaders, is presented by the Salem Area Cham- 
ber of Commerce board. 

According to the chamber, Witherspoon has men- 

A tored and coached at least 38,000 kids. 
5 Witherspoon earned the nickname Cheeseburger 
in high school after a visit to Bob’s Hamburgers on 
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$ Capitol Street where he ate : 
cj large fries, two large milkshakes and a Coke in an 
| 4 hour while classmates cheered him on. 
> "I have never done any c 
get something like this (award),” Withers 
the Statesman Journal. “I do it because it needs to be 
done? ЭЕТ TREE per 
“For over 40 years, Witherspoon has been а volun 
teer at Four Corners Elementary School, reading to 
children, “bringing out an ear-to-ear smile fr 
youth whose best part of the day is spent out of the 
home, not in it,” chamber president Wendy Veliz said 
during the ceremony honoring Witherspoon 
Witherspoon has logged hundreds of hours offici 
ating baseball, basketball and football games | 
the Boys & Girls Club over the decades 
Off the field, he's still known for food — specifi 
cally for ordering over 600 ice bars for events. 
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_ Majority polled 


~ say US is headed 
. in wrong direction 


_ Americans are braced for an unhap- 
ру new year. | 
` . Two-thirds of respondents in a new 
_ USA TODAY/Suffolk University poll say 
the country has gotten off on the wrong 
ck, and they express little confidence 
in either political party or any branch of 
'overnment to effectively address the 
allenges they see ahead. | 
Their priority for President Joe Bi- 
and the new Congress in 2023 is 
inflation and the economy, cho- 
ће No. 10r No. 2 issue by 54% of 
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Podcasters Hand Down a Grim Verdict 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE СІ 
voking the constitutional right to an aboı 
tion, 

"It was absolutely awful," Hamam said. 
"It's hard to avoid the sense that something 
has gone very wrong." 

Like millions of Americans, Hamam, à 
public defender and one of three hosts of the 
popular podcast “5-4” has spent much ol 
this spring and summer fixated on the court 
and the imminent consequences of its 6-3 
conservative supermajority. According to 
an annual Gallup poll released in late June 

after the leak of an early draft of the 


The hosts attack the 
institutional flaws of 
a judicial body as well 
as its conservative 
majority. 


THEATER 
DIRECTORY 


= 


BROADWAY. 
SIX 
TONY AWARD WINNING MUSICAL 


"THE BROADWAY SEASON JUST GOT 
SUPERCHARGED!” 


- The Washington Post 


MM 


LITERARY CHARAGTERS 


THIS CHILDREN'S 
BOOK CHARACTER, 
INTRODUCED IN 1926 
& A FRIEND OF THE 


BROADWAY'S 
"EUPHORIC CELEBRATION!” 


Entertainment Weekly 


The New York Times Critic's Pick 


(ІП 
WSIX/// 


SIX 


Written by 2022 Tony Award Winners 


(Best Original Score) 
TOBY MARLOW & LUCY MOSS 


Today at 7, Wed at 2 & 7, Thur at 7, Fri atê 
Sat at 3 & B, Sun at 3 


SixOnBroadway.com 
Groups (10+); 1-800-BROADWAY x2 
Brooks Atkinson Theatre (+), 256 W. 47 St 


2 


THIS SIGN (+) WHEN FOLLOWING 
THE NAME OF A THEATER, 
INDICATES THAT A SHOW IS 
EQUIPPED WITH AN INFRARED 
ASSISTIVE LISTENING DEVICE. 
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TITLE CREATURE, 
GETS HIS NAME FROM 
THE SOUND HE MIGHT 

MAKE 


FOR THE CORRECT 
RESPONSE, WATCH 
JEOPARDY! TONIGHT 


Yesterday's Response: 
WHO IS STEVIE NICKS? 


Watch JEOPARDY! 


7 p.m. on Channel 7 


Open the app. 


Open the world. 


The New York Times app. 


Download now. Ehe New Bork Eines 


Dobbs ruling 一 publi... ‚с 
preme Court is plun onfidencein the Y 
cent of respondents sa 8 on と Теа 
deal” or “quite a lot” oi “they ne the in 
stitution, the lowest ¡e tidens Rae's 
near 50-year history, vel in the ` Е 

But for Hamam ; 2 38 
hosts Michael T fellow poscan 
asked to be identifieg im and Pisas 
because his employer 75у e of the 
podcast — hating the hi К und 3 othing 

No Те ан ida gh court 1$ N Б 
new, In fact, it’s зоте і, а calling. On 
“5-4,' a show "about how nu the Supreme 
ours SUCKS 45 announced in its tagline, 
they ve spent more than two years and 
nearly 150 episodes mordantly enumerat- 
ЦИ argue аге its many sins and 

The approach, both profane and meticu- 
lous, has attracted a fast-growing audience 
of like-minded listeners. 

ince the beginni ~ eubscrip- 
попа to the A КОЛКО 
grown by over 30 percent, now bringing in 
more than $35,000 each month. First-day 
downloads of the podcast, which is 
produced and distributed by Prologue 
Projects, has more than doubled over the 
past two years, the company said, propelled 
by a series of court-related headlines, in- 
cluding the death of Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg and the Dobbs leak. In June, the 
month of the Dobbs decision, there were 
more than 400,000 downloads across the 
podcast's catalog, up more than 90 percent 
from the same time last year. 

The hosts themselves, "three nobodies" 
as Hamam put it, have been embraced by 
the left-wing cognoscenti. Hamam, 33, has 
been featured on MSNBCand The Cut, and 
the website of The New Yorker published a 
profile of her, Liroff (a former associate at 
the law firm Sullivan and Cromwell) and 
Peter (an in-house counsel) last fall. 

Elizabeth Warren, the DPOBTeSSIVe and 
professorial senator from Massachusetts 
and a self-described “5-4” fan; recorded an 
interview last Tuesday fo an upcoming 


episode, ЕЛЕС 
She took us to school, ed Liroff, 40. 
Peter, 36, said the surg? ОВ had 

been “vindicating in a dark Mt of way» 
в Popularity has 


made the podcast feel wed pa "I think 
for a long time much of x ES Establish- 
ment and the Democrati? ave been 


tied to this mythical ides ne Supreme 
Court that has denied the ally ulary 
to r€» Understand 


and the framework © she saiq « 
what has been happening art in be тре: 
fully, we've played a та! ginning 
to change that.” peshow, th 

nt ^^ the hosts 
Inversion CK uci 
analysis. In a video inten Wednes- 


#" judges as “a su 


N | dati 
undermine the foun ( nfede 
+ ated fabric" And complaints of judicial 


PARISH 


RACHEL WARD 


For the hosts of the “5-4” podcast, above, railing against the Supreme Court has become a calling. 


"It's hard to avoid the sense that something has gone very wrong," one of the hosts said. 


day, they debated which of the nine justices 
was most worthy of contempt (unanimous: 
Clarence Thomas), whose opinions are the 
most painful to read (Liroff: Brett Kava- 
naugh “writes like if you gave a talented law 
student a concussion") and pet ideas for re- 
form (all want to expand the court by a min- 
imum of four justices; Liroff suggested the 
regular appointment of an additional justice 
every two years). 

Their core complaint is the court's holier- 
than-thou posture, exemplified by the black 
robes the justices wear in public. (The *5-4" 
merchandise store offers T-shirts embla- 
zoned with the slogan *No Robes No Mas- 
ters") The hosts believe the institution's 

| mystique allows fundamentally political ac- 
| tors to masquerade as enlightened and neu- 
tral arbiters. 

“It’s a systemic problem baked into the 
structure of our democracy,” said Hamam, 
who has noted that the current conserva- 
tive majority was largely appointed by 
presidents who originally took office with- 
out winning the popular vote. 

Similar criticisms of the court have been 
made almost since its founding. Thomas 
Jefferson, a frequent antagonist of the fed- 
eral judiciary, maligned its unelected 

btle corps of sappers and 
king underground to 


iners constantly wor 
ae ions of our confeder- 


overreach were once most commonly asso- 
ciated with conservatives, many of m 
objected to à series of rulings In the г 0$ 
and '60s that ended segregation and ex- 
ivil rights. 
ge AE And Hamam, the сеп 
moment occurred in law school je у : 
decade ago, when they realized, as | е ~ 
put it, that the justices were just winging 


{ 
4 


like everyone else.” Liroff's awakening 
came earlier. He was an 18-year-old high 
school student in Florida when the court is- 
sued its ruling in Bush v, Gore. 

“They just busted in like the Kool-Aid 
man and said that it was over,” Liroff said. “I 
never knew if my vote even counted." 

Having found themselves with the cultur- 
al wind at their backs, the hosts say they 
want to help build a community of young, 
left-leaning lawyers and law students who 
take a more pragmatic view of the court and 
the law. A Slack group for “5-4” Patreon sub- 
scribers is filled with fans who consult the 
trio for advice, moral support and the dark 
humor of the commonly aggrieved, (A chat- 
bot's response to any mention of the name 
“Scalia” begins with a four-letter word.) | 

The show's expanding reach has also 
brought a new sense of responsibility 
Though they originally recorded more ог 
less off the cuff, the hosts estimate they now 
spend more than 20 hours a week preparing 
for each episode. The extra prep time allows 
for more research and the clarification of as 
guments. But the hosts say they have 1 
plans to soften or moderate their core тез 
sage, no matter who is hearing it. 

“What made us successful is our unique 
point of view,” Hamam said. “I'm not dumb- 
ing that down because 1 know someone 
from Senator Warren's office is listening.” 

Although they hope the podcast contin- 
ues to grow, none of the three has plans to 

quit his or her day job. Ultimately, the hosts 
say, the show — like the law — is just a 
means to an end. 

“] hope the Democrats are sufficiently 
radicalized that they reform the court, ex- 
pand it and make our podcast obsolete," 
Liroff said, “But I'm not very optimistic." 
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Spitals tricky task 


according to a psychiatrist's grand jury 


NYC plan giv 


Mental health advocates testimony. The hospital od 
E Hours latér, police found Prude run- 
protest сну 7 xà rd ning in Rochester s snowy streets. Offi- 


Jennifer Peltz and Bobby Caina Calvan 


ASSOCIATED PRESS support days later, 


In general, when a patient arrives for 
emergency psychiatric evaluation, the 
first step is to ascertain whether a med- 
ical problem or drug use is causing the 


NEW YORK - New York City's latest 
plan to keep mentally ill people from 
languishing in public is billed as a com- 


mon-sense strategy to get them help. person's behavior. If not, psychiatrists 
By encouraging police officers and assess the patient partly by observing 
city medics to take more psychologically and asking questions. But they also seek 


information from loved ones, prior men- 
tal health providers and anyone else 
who can shed light. 

“You can't just go with what you see 
or what the patient has told the nurse” 
because the person may be unable or 
unwilling to give a complete picture, 
says Dr, Madhu Rajanna, the interim 


disturbed people to hospitals, even if 
they refuse care, Mayor Eric Adams says 
he's humanely tackling a problem in- 
stead of looking away. But his policy will 
have to navigate a legal challenge and a 
cool reception from some city lawmak- 
ers. In emergency rooms, psychiatrists 
must determine whether such patients б Py 


need hospitalization, perhaps against Advocates protest New Yo! r Eric Adams’ plan to force people from chief of psychiatry at St. John's Episco- 
their will. the streets and into ment Ment, Wednesday. JULIA NIKHINSON/AP pal Hospital on New York City’s Rocka- 

Its no simple decision. МАС | A way Peninsula. 

“Some people come in and they are НИ * Staffers might need to calm combat- 
very agitated, and they need to be re- dangering them by p VICO ive patients — St. John's says it doesn't 
strained as soon as they walk into the from meeting their basic h | use restraints for that purpose and rare- 
emergency room. ... But there are also The mayor cites “a mor “We need to make mental ly employs sedatives - or discern 


people who come in and they're very help them get the treat 
calm and quiet, but they just tried to kill they need,” but civil 

themselves two hours ago,” says Dr. Joel tions and mental heal 
A. Idowu, who chairs the psychiatry de- groups decry his response 
partment at Richmond University Med-  blinkered and legally sı 


ith t whether cooperative patients who insist 
! ealth care like medical care, they're feeling better are truly well 
г health issue responded to | enough to leave. 

| St, John's emergency room usually is 
and treated by the people evaluating eight to 10 psychiatric pa- 


ical Center on Staten Island. rallied outside City Hall Д y : Е 
“А person who's stable now might be- have asked a federal judge to halt t With the right training, at аг аду и po хра, y m 

come unstable tomorrow," he said. policy; a hearing is schedi ight ti inhe ridh | oM um 4 е Фі admitted or re- 
Adams, a police-captain-turned-pol- It comes amid efforts 2200520 he right time, In the rig t PES LN thin 24 hours. (Some other 

itician, announced the plan in late No- to separate mental he: ) ] асе$.” МЕН У men hold people for 72 hours 

vember. The first-term Democrat has fo- from law enforcement, 1 ¥ Brendel = rk. MT. NN 

: ] e . 
cused on what he views as restoring a new nationwide 988 | in пересса TEE president Rajanna ТЫ cms AH medicine 


sense of safety and civic functionality emergency hotline and 
disrupted during the coronavírus pan- 4 York and other cities to 
demic. Among other things, less crowd- some crisis calls with beha 
ed streets and subways brought new professionals instead of po 
visibility to the people living on them, “We need to make mental} 
some of them mentally ill; Re like medical care 


chair Dr, Leigha Clarkson said St. John's 
ro fessionals and will strive to persuade 43 adult psychiatric beds are generally 
to accept help voluntarily, His sufficient, though the hospital tries to 
st п has stressed that while release people swiftly once it's safe. 
can send someone to a hospital, Citywide, however, Adams' new pol- 
to doctors whether the person ісу could test capacity after hundreds of 
orig ha \ to stay there or can be safely re- psychiatric beds were converted for CO- 
4 2 РЫ mentally Ш | ү КА ›аййепї care. VID-19 cases. The state recently pledged 
dut bo ppear to, y the right places” said Amer | comple and stakes, became 50 new psychiatric beds, NAM 
risk of physical to others or them- Brendel, She main lear when a Rochester, New promised “to find a bed for everyone 


selves... ЕРТ enforce: ; called 91 in March 2020 that needs" one 
の の б | ment а | y саЧес ү ' | 
That's (Ínterpreted to mean peo- mental health Din dia 19 ў je who was behaving er- Its possible many people won't, 
ple, violent or suicidal. But Ad- izes the mentally ill, and saying he wanted to die, Richmond University Medical Center's 


‚ hospital, Daniel Prude calmly psychiatric emergency program, for in- 
ately answered questions stance, discharges about 3/4 of patients 、 
id he wasn't suicidal orhomicidal, after assessment, Idowu said. 


_ am said he's using room within the law Adams said officers win 
ess people “whose illness is en- to real-time input ЖЫ 


сетв eventually held him down until he 
stopped breathing; he was taken off life 
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Prosecutor: 
4 go on trial,.accused |. 
` of seditious conspiracy 。 - 
| : Ta ұ y TU OE 
and Alanna Durkin Richer 1. ЕЛҮ 
ASSOCIATED PRESS i" Ж CNET, | ы Troy стага 
WASHINGTON - Four Oath Keepers Ж. 


ple in decades found guilty A trial ње 
charge, which carries пр to 20 gears m 


second trial for group leaders and mem- 
bers. В 
Jurors heard opening statements two 


Oath Keepers founder Stewart Rhodes 
and Florida chapter leader Kelly Meggs 
т 


of seditious со and othe emist group s 
charges wa er d O ttack ington. Four members went on tríal Monday as many as 20 years behind bars 

or Rhodes ESS DAE 
on the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021 LCE CENET. In Fu ) e 
Lir wasn’ Vi af Monday っ レッ ーー イー anvimpulsive freazy 
жиг} провео ona Bb Вы securityd 1 hel “careful with his words Tramp on Jan. 6 but came to Washing 
seid Rhodes шеней a culto action? be. supporters tonal in ie scons, берш енер орав 

issu 
fais nia ра cariad ол a. lat ee. | Пејо, U.S. Army veteran and discussed their plans m eneryoted 
plot to stop Congress from certifying Bi- des ally, drove from Arizona to pre- chats for weeks befor the riot and 
ders electoral victory. th the “ОКР” - the quick reaction stashed the weapons in case they were 
“This was an invitation to sedition,” t the hotel outside Washington. needed to support their plot. 

the prosecutor said. ] heard ап audio recording of Val- But while investigators combed 


The defendants in the latest trial are 


Ба 9 5 tutional order” and conspired to Y the Capitol itself Defense attorneys en 
Vallejo of Phoenix. They are mpose their views of the Constitution, phasized that fact throughout the miai 
charged with several other felonies in h ws of Ameríca, on the rest of to argue there was never апу plot. They 
m E CORPSE untry/ Edwards said said the Oath Keepers didn’t come te 
Oath Keepers members stashed guns they entered the That day, these defendants halted Washington fox violence but to provide 
at a hotel in Virginia for a “quick reac- pro he peaceful transfer of presidential security fox people like Trumg ally Roger 
речей Ааа shuttle weapons а po he said Stone at eventa before the rict. 
pst porn While the convictions of Rhodes and Three other Oath Keepers have 
stormed w major victory for the Jus- pleaded guilty to seditious conspiracy 
the Capitol after thousands of ; 5 partment, three of their co-de- and ageri to cooperate with Invest ge 
fendants were acquitted of seditious tors in the hopes of getting lighter зет 


А а persuade jurors to convict lower-level Rhodes’ case. It s ühıclkar whether they 
^ defendants might take the stand in the latest trial 
^os Фузун hls ho ч “= nt, Шо , a Civil War-era Another sedition trial is 2150 expe 
| , . Hackett. him ffense, can be difficult to prove, espe- | ed to bezin later this month agzinst for- 
Defendant Hackett з attorney, Ange- Oath $ に ニン ンー ビレ 


la Halim, said the Oath пее а y he cially 
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WORLD 


On the Amazon's 
front lines 


BY ANDREW DOWNIE 


IN THE SOUTH OF THE AMAZON, JUST WHERE TWO DIRT 
roads cross, is a small bar, set back a bit from the highway. 
There's no name over the door because it's part of a house, 
really, but everyone calls it Guiga's bar, after its owner. Like 
many of the bars dotted across the region, Guiga's is ram- 
shackle and no-frills. There's a pool table along one side 
and a few tables and chairs out front, but that's it. People go 
to get some shade, grab a beer, and swap local gossip, not 
for the décor or ambience. 

The last known whereabouts of Ari Uru-Eu-Way*Way 
was in Guiga's bar, sometime before midnight on( 
2020. Ari was a member of the Uru-Eu-Wau-Wau б 
enous people, and he’d spent that evening drinking in а 
series of bars scattered along the unpaved roads near the 
group's reservation. The next morning his body was found 
at the side of a road around half an hour away. His head was 
caked with blood that had dried quickly in the searing heat. 
His phone was nestled in the grass a few feet away. On the 
sides of the road were walls of grass, and behind that were 
fields where the mighty Amazon rain forest had once stood. A 


The story of Ari Uru-Eu-Wau-Wau, and the investiga- A member of the 
tion into his murder, isin one way the story of Brazilian In- Uru-Eu-Wau- 
digenous peoples: their genocide, their daily struggles in a Wau people in 
hostile world, and their fight for justice. But it's also a con- the Indigenous 
temporary tale, of climate change, Brazil, and the influence Reservation near 
of Jair Bolsonaro, the recently defeated Brazilian President Campo Novo de 
whose disregard for the Amazon and its inhabitants has led Rondónia, Brazil 


the whole planet to the edge of environmental Armageddon. 
Indigenous people have been under siege since Bolso- 
naro took power four years ago, and the Amazon has borne 
the brunt of his neglect. Deforestation, land grabs, and vio- 
lence are up; equality, credibility, and empathy are down. 
People like the Uru-Eu-Wau-Wau have good reason to 
lament the former army captain's reign. It was in the 1970s, 
as the military forged a path into the untouched part of the 
jungle, that the Uru-Eu-Wau-Wau first came into recorded 
contact with a Brazil they had never hoped to meet. The 
Amazon was (and still is) Brazil's Wild West, and the mili- 
tary dictators of the time saw it as a weak spot, a vast fron- 
tier coveted by bigger geopolitical powers and vulnerable 
to outside invasions. It was also an El Dorado, a treasure 
trove of metals, jewels, plants, animals, and raw materi- 
als ripe for the picking. So the military sent diggers to cut 
roads into the forest and encouraged people to go down 
‚them and plant a flag for the fatherland. In the slogan of 
the time, they offered “a land without men for men without 
land,’ and millions took them up on it. 
Itspelled disaster for the Uru-Eu-Wau-Wau and hun- 
dreds of other Indigenous groups. Today, the Uru-Eu- 
Wau-Wau number only around 200, most of whom live in 
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six communities scattered around 

a1.8 million-hectare reservation in 
Rondónia, one of nine Brazilian states 
that make up the Amazon. The terri- 
tory is being squeezed on all sides by 
loggers and ranchers. And it's that pres- 
sure, say the Uru-Eu-Wau-Wau, that 
led to the death of Ari, aschoolteacher 
and leader, taken at the age of just 35. 


KILLING INDIGENOUS PEOPLE got 
easier in Brazil these past few years. 
Before taking office, Bolsonaro vowed 
not to give them “one more centime- 
ter of land,” and he was true to his 
word. Bolsonaro hollowed out the 
state agency charged with protecting 
Indigenous groups, known as FUNAI, 
and he let environmental agencies rot, 
starving them of funds and staff, and 
deliberately creating conditions for 
loggers, miners, ranchers, and hunsers 
to invade with impunity. 
Deforestation has gone up every 
year since he took power, this year hit- 
ting a 15-year high. An astonishing 
99% of all deforestation in 2021 con- 
tained indications of illegality, accord- 


ing to a study by MapBiomas. Violence | 
has soared, and Indigenous people fe 
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Nearly 300 


Claire Rush 
Associated Press 


District attorneys in Oregon are once 
again sounding the alarm over the 
state's critical shortage of court-provid- 
ed attorneys for low-income defen- 
dants. The lack of public defenders has 
strained the criminal justice system and 
left more than 700 people statewide 
without legal representation. 

Judges in Multnomah County, which 
is home to Portland, have dismissed 


nearly 300 cases this year due to a lack - 


of defense attorneys able to handle 
cases. The county's top prosecutor, 
Mike Schmidt, said that the shortage 
poses “an urgent threat to public safety” 
and released a tally this week of dis- 
missed cases. He pledged to release new 
numbers each week to draw attention to 
the crisis. | 

More than two-thirds of the dis- 
missed cases are felonies; in 53% of 
them, property crime was the primary 
charge, The next most common primary 
charge was for weapon crimes, which 
accounted for16% of dismissed felonies, 
while person crimes, which include as- 
sault and robbery, accounted for 12%. 

"Months into this crisis, many are 
still waiting for their day in court while 
others have seen their cases dismissed 
altogether," said Schmidt, a progressive 
prosecutor who was elected in 2020 on 
a platform of criminal justice reforms. 
"This sends a message to crime victims 
in our community that justice is un- 
available and their harm will go unad- 
dressed. It also sends a message to indi- 
viduals who have committed a crime 
that there ís no accountability while 
. burning through scarce police and pros- 
ecutor resources." 

The statement reflects an increasing- 
ly popular tactic used by prosecutors in 
Oregon. Powerless to fix the problem on 
their own, they have tried to force the 
state's hand. Earlier this month, Wash- 
ington County District Attorney Kevin 
Barton said that his office would seek a 
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Public defender Drew Flood with the nonprofit law firm Metropol 
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he is currently working on in Portland. GILLIAN FLACCUS/AP | 


need significant investments to retain 
existing staffing levels and increase ca- 
pacity.” 

As of Wednesday, statewide there 
were 763 low-income defendants who 
lack legal representation, according to 
the state Judicial Department. 

The Oregon Legislature is setto tack- 
le the issue when the next session be- 
gins in January, A working group that 
includes lawmakers has been meeting 
for months and considering major re- 
forms that could overhaul the System. 
One proposal would reassign the Office 
of Public Defense Services from the Ju- 
dicial Department, where it's currently 
housed, to the governor's office, in re- 
оз to criticism of conflicts of inter- 
est. Á 

Oregon's system for provi attor- 
neys to criminal дебеи nt, can't 
afford them has shown Cracks for years, 
but case backlogs have significantly 
worsened since the coronavirus pan- 
demic. The public defender shortage 
has overwhelmed the courts, frustrated 
defendants and impacted crime vic- 
tims, who experts say experience mor 
trauma when cases are dismissed 可 
take longer to be resolved. 

The state has been sued twice this 


onstitutional rights to legal counsel 
and a speedy trial. While the original 
lawsuit was dismissed, a similar second 
suit was filed in Multnomah County Cir- 
cuit Court last month. 

An American Bar Association report 
released in January found that Oregon 
has only 31% of the public defenders it 
needs to run effectively. Every existing 
attorney would have to work more than 
26 hours a day during the work week to 
cover the caseload, the report said. 


> 


ms public defense system is 


Е for allegedly violating defendants' 
C 


entirely on contractors. 
? doled out to either large non- 
fense firms, small cooperating 
f private defense attorneys that 
Hact for cases or independent attor- 
у Who can take cases at will. 
је public defender shortage is “the 
Mictable end result” of the unique 
acting system, said Jon Mosher, 
Y director of the Sixth Amend- 
“Bt Center. According to Mosher, the 
"ung and subcontracting of pub- 
Services makes it difficult for 
ate to track which attorneys are 
1 which cases. 
Any given day, the state of Ore- 
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itan Public Defender looks over his files for criminal cases 


gon can't know literally the identity of 
the lawyers providing the services, 
which means that Oregon can't know 
whether those lawyers are qualified to 
handle the cases or whether they have 
enough time to handle their cases effec- 
tively,” he said. “That creates a massive 
amount of... a lack of oversight, a lack of 
accountability." 

Public defenders say that uncompet- 
itive pay, high stress and overwhelming 
caseloads also affects staffing levels. 

"You're being asked as a public de- 
fender to be a lawyer, a social Worker, à 
counselor, an investigator, said Carl 
Macpherson, executive director of Met- 
ropolitan Public Defender, a large non- 
profit public defender firm in Portland. 
"The criminal legal system doesn't help 
people with severe issues. It's a short- 
term punitive response to a bigger is- 
sue." 

Macpherson said that the crisis ex- 
tends beyond the public defense system 
and includes "multiple system failures." 

"It doesn't just affect the individuals 
that are without representation,” he 

said, before mentioning victims of 
crime, prosecutors, police and the pub- 
lic. “It affects everyone.” 
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Buddy Blair visits the campsite in the forest near Sisters that he and his family call home. 


pay fo a market 
tourist town. PHOTOS BY CHRIS PIETSCH/THE REGISTER-GUARD Ж 
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в ү | JE SETS TIME WOVE の ルン グル と ME 2 rest 
Reluctant teen cannibals, less insect. When Marex's father find: 
e out WIS happened, пе Dusties nu 
in love and on the lam HE to anoter deste Ts d 
BY STEPHANIE ZACHAREK the thrian (hey we settled ito over 


CANNIBALS ARE THE ULTIMATE DRAMA QUEENS, FORGET Even lable urges get the better of her. But 
4 Р $ Р A 2 - - 
vegans, (һе lactose intolerant, those who remain vigilant d. akes пар te | 
i ғ 7 { though жез ^ < s -— До Ва ар 2 „+ 
against gluten: no one else has to worry more than а canni- father zone. He has left her a tape, out- 


bal about where the next meal is coming from. Beyond that, Chalamet lining significamt events in her life— 
cannibal love poses additional problems. How to broach is the describing those moments in which 


the subject of this dietary proclivity with someone you’re A s f эгей hert 
attracted to? Or is it better to associate only with your own bigger nature— and етрігіпітр that he can nc 
i ( 7 | ateve | 2 + lancer тийе 2242 ^" -—X — 
kind, to break bread—or whatever only with those wholly star, it's long обест her, that she'll have tc 
in tune with your needs and impulses? R | find Бет own wzy. То bea and 
" 4 , 4 > м 2 - 
Luca Guadagnino’s Bones and All pleads sympathy for usse voice on this tape, resigned to aban- = 
those who crave human flesh: in the movie’s universe, who owns doninz the person he loves more than 2 
they're tragic figures, a little like vampires but not nearly he np  anyone,isto step imi s Character’: 
qM, OF Y" ( the movie 2 ^ en ле 
as sexy, people who didn't ask to be born with such unholy melancholy heart : 
cravings but who must learn to live with them nonethe- Maren’s father has also left behind ` 
less. (The movie was adapted from Camille DeAngelis’ 2015 а wad of cash and her birth certificate. 
novel of the same name.) Guadagnino’s film is artful and | Fwrbüch eaves her dines to 
tender, if occasionally almost too tense and brutal. It's also the whereabouts of the mother she’s Е 
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一 4 1 — 

en Per een more ~ > or ШЕГЕ 
2 d し は 19237.13 


fastidiously romantic, though even at its grísliest, it ends Li rom Жыгыл REN 5 
up seeming a little remote, rather than a movie that draws База зше оеша as - 
you close. On the plus side, Guadagnino—whose last movie Dies out oma аа Anne ЗВ 
was a drab remake of Dario Argento’s rapturous Italian hor- ыен N > AE ЕЕ 
tor classic Suspiria—at least keeps this extended metaphor о ойына Ss EQ 
for loneliness and alienation whirring, Whatever else you The first fellow traveler he mamma Е 
might say about it, Bones and All is never boring. Sullv. 23 - dh a oes rEg ега : 

And the movie's first third or во is truly haunting. Lonely Mk виса 2 илла ж де = : 


teenager Maren Yearly (Taylor Russell, the sensational fers to himself in the thang] meros T 


ha \ У шшщ ча ш шиита person and > 
young actor who anchored Trey Edward Shults underap- speaks in a sinister-soothins limmv Е 
preciated 2019 family drama Waves) is living somewhere in Stewart drawl Sully teaches RE : 
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the 2018 best seller Becoming 


power lay in whatever 1 could manag 
to do vrith that hurt and rage, wh 
[ could take it. It hinged on whether 
rot I could elevate those feelings inte 
something that would become hardei 
for others to write off, which was a 
clear message, a call to action, and a 
sult 11728 willing to work for. 

That’s what going high is for me 
It’s about taking an abstract and 
usually upsetting feeling and working 
to convert it into some sort of action- 
able plan, to move through the 
raw stuff and in the direction of a 
larger solution. 


I WANT TO BE CLEAR that this is a 
process, and not always a quick one. Ii 
can take time and patience. It's OK t 
sit and stew for a while, to live inside 
the agitation caused by injustice о: 
fear or grief, or to express your pain 
It's OK to grant yourself the spac! 
you need to recover or heal. Fo: 
going high usually involves taking 
before I react. It is a form of 
self-control, a line laid betv 

pest and worst impulses. Going high 


"9 


is abc sisting the temptation 
"гү тантала: отит “<7 nt 
у participate in shallow fury and 


corrosive contempt and instead 
Бол ine out how espond with a 
> し E VUL IWW to геѕроп 1 | 
clear voice to whatever is shallo: 
and corrosive around you. It's vrhat 
happens when you take a reaction 
and mature it into a response. 
Because here's the thing: Emotion: 

are not plans. They don't solve 
problems or right any wrongs. You 

an fcel them— Ш feel them 
can fcel them—you will feel them, 
inevitably—but be careful about 
letting them guide you. Rage can be a 
dirty windshield. Hurt is like a broken 
steering wheel. Disappointment will 
only ride, sulking and unhelpful 
in the back seat. If you don’t do 
something constructive with them 
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Mare of Easttown and The Queen's Gambit. (He also 
rewatched The Sopranos during the pandemic.) 
But he still believes wholeheartedly that the idea 
of movies, seen big, with an audience, will come 
back: “We need to be together in dark spaces to 
experience somebody's Ideas and messages." | 


THE INTENSITY OF FEELING Spielberg has poured 
into The Fabelmans stands apart. If the movie ver- 
sion of his mother, Michelle Williams, is the mov- 
ie’s flickering light, his father—as brought to life 
with suitable midcentury gravity by Paul Dano—is 
a kind of anchor, one that Spielberg couldn't fully 
appreciate а8 a teenager. He knows better now. 
Spielberg is essentially an autodidact; though he 
took film classes in college, he didn't go to film 


MI = Чы» er al school. And though his father, a hardworking 
vr. ۴ Y EN “© ЛИ, electrical engineer who was instrumental Ш the 
Kr = レ | early days of computer development, warned him 

against pursuing filmmaking for a living, he's also Uy 
the one who put the сатега in his son's hand. In ta” 
adulthood Spielberg and his father fell out for a 
to Northern California, where the clever Jewish kid time, though the rift didn’t last, thanks largely, 
with a movie camera could barely compete with the * he says, to the urging of his wife Kate Capshaw. 
WASP-y girl-magnet jocks. The Fabelmans shows (Arnold Spielberg died in 2020, at 103.) One of 
how the young Spielberg came around, in a circu- the catalysts of theit reconciliation: a cache of 
itous way, to embrace his Jewish identity: by using love letters Spielberg found that Arnold had writ- 
his movie camera to both reinforce his selfhood and ten to Leah when he was stationed overseas in 
win over the cruel jocks by making them look good World War II before they were married, which fa- 
in his amateur—albeit extremely polished—films.: ther and son went through together. 
That gave him an understanding of how images The Fabelmans deals with the later, more con- 
could be used to manipulate and shift the emotions ^ tentious years of this love story between Leah and 
of others. The charge that some critics have leveled Gabriel LaBelle Arnold: their movie counterparts are named Mitzi 
against him over the years—that as a director, he’s as Spielberg's and Burt, atid Seth Rogen is Bennie Loewy, the 
an excessive manipulator of human feelings—holds Fablemans movie version of Bernie Adler. Spielberg describes 
water only if you deny the fact that our subcon- stand-in; the his mother as an extrovett, a born entertainer. She 
scious selves warm to movie craft, to the way a clas- ае during was an accomplished classical pianist; she loved 
sically framed shot might stoke in us the same rip- the productionof to dance. “My mom always referred to herself as 


~ за Firelight, i ; N 

ple of pleasure our moviegoing grandparents felt. o kir T Peter Pan, the little girl who never wanted to grow 
The movies, whatever form they may take, live and 1964 at age 17 up.” His voice virtually fills the air with light as 
grow because of our feelings, not in spite of them. he speaks of her. “She loved being ih our lives as , 


Since the beginning of his career, Spielberg has our friend more than our mom. She Befriended us 
freely hopscotched among genres and moods: He more than parented us." 7 


made Schindler’s List between two Jurassic Park In one of the most gorgeous ahd haunting 
movies; E.T. came between two Indiana Jones mov- scenes in The Fabelmans, set during a family 
ies; Jaws was only his third feature. In the past six camping trip with Uncle Bennie in tow, Williams 
years alone, Spielberg has given us a virtual reality as Mitzi whirls and twirls in a gauzy Mexican dress 
adventure (Ready Player One), a thrilling true-life exactly the sort of thing a cool bohemian mom of 
newspaper drama ( The Post), and an extraordi- her era would wear. As she dances, she’s backlit 
nary retooling of a classic musical (West Side Story) by the headlights of the family’s parked station 
whose afterlife, despite its disappointing box-office wagon. Her daughters, like little generals, urge her 
returns, Spielberg believes in deeply. “I just love to stop—everyone cah see through her dress! But 
making movies so much that none of this ever de- the men, including Sammy—the movie’s version 
ters me,” he says. “I also believe that certain movies of awkward boy-genius Steven, played by G abriel 
can stand the test of time.” Unsurprisingly, the guy LaBelle—watch, enchanted. Sammy captures it all 
who got his first big break directing a Night Gallery with his 8-mm camera. din" 
өе 1969 MTM Joan Crawford, no Later, while editing the footage, Sammy will see 
oves TV, especially limited series like Mitzi and Bennie walking, almost hand in hand, 
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thinking they can't be seen—but Mitzi's face is 
clearly that of a woman in love. In the real-life story 
this, Spielberg says, is how he learned of her secret. 
His parents had often fought bitterly. He speaks 
of “knowing” what was going on between Bernie 
and his mother without really acknowledging it to 
himself. It was the footage he'd shot that opened 
the window onto his mother's secret life. "What's 
weird for me is that I didn't believe the truth that 
my eyes were telling me. I only believed what the 
film was telling me. And so that became my truth 
for many things. If the film told me the truth, I 
would believe it to be a fact." As he talks, Spielberg 
seems to beunspooling a truth he's only recently 
articulated for himselt)But with The Fabelmans, 
he's also fully sympathetic to his mother's unhap- 
piness. The idea of the unhappy midcentury mom 
is a cliché only if you didn't have one. 

Dads of the '50s had different burdens, wor- 
ries about providing for their families, and fears 
about being seen as weak. What comes through, 
both in Dano's performance and in the way Spiel- 
berg shapes it, is Spielberg's current understand- 
ing of how much his father loved him—and how 
much his father loved Leah, even after the mar- 
riage crumbled. Spielberg describes him as some- 
one who didn't shed tears easily. ^I was a crier. My 
dad wasn't,” he says. “Once when I was a kid, he 
and my mom had a huge fight. It was dark outside, 
in the middle of the night. I remember hearing a 
sound I had never heard before. Of a man sobbing. 
But it was a high, almost a falsetto. I'd never heard 
that kind of a sound before. It sounded like there 
was a ghost in the house.” Spielberg says he got out 
of bed and tiptoed to the kitchen, where he saw his 
mother holding his father, who was bent over on her 
lap. ^His back was heaving, he was sobbing so hard." 

These are the things we don't want to know 
about our parents when we're kids, things we don't 
want to see; adult pain is almost incomprehensible 
„to children. The suffering of our parents is hard 


enough to grasp when we're adults—are we ever 
really old enough to do so? 


AMONG THE FIRST PEOPLE to see the film were 
Spielberg's younger sisters Anne, Sue, and Nancy. 
“Гуе never been so nervous,” Spielberg says. “I 
was confident they'd like it because they'd liked 
the script. They came to the set a couple of times, 
and they brought some of my mom's jewelry for 
Michelle to wear. But seeing the finished product 
is different from reading a script. A script is a blue- 
print. You can't move into a blueprint and have a 
roof over your head.” 

Spielberg says it was hard to go into the screen- 
ing room after his sisters, formerly the little girls 
he'd coerced into acting in his childhood films, had 
finished watching. “The kids” he says, as if decades 
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Michelle 
Williams in The 
Fablemans; Leah 
Adler, Spielberg’s 
mother, in 1965 in 
Saratoga, Calif. 


of adulthood had melted away, “were just falling 
apart. Because it brought Dad and Mom back to 
them in a way that was painful but also liberating.” 
Discussing the film later, Spielberg says, “was one 
of the best moments I’ve had in my relationship 
with all of them. We've always been close, but this 


• story brought us back together again as if we were 


77 ғ 


all back in Phoenix. 

house with a roof. 
Yet in making The Fabelmans, Spielberg had 

something in mind beyond sharing his own story, 


[he blueprint had become а 


; “I didn't want to hurt anyone with it,” he says. 
‚| There are no villains in this at all. There are sim 


ply choices, and we’re not villains for making those 
choices, no matter who it hurts” 

What Spielberg doesn't spell out here is that he 
may also be talking about self-forgiveness. Late in 


« the conversation, he circles back to the story of see 


ing his father sobbing in his mother’s arms. And 
he connects it to a moment he dramatized in Close 
Encounters of the Third Kind, in which the young 
son of Richard Dreyfuss's character catches his fa 
ther crying in the bathtub. Unable to reckon with 
the depth of his father's feelings, the boy acts out, 
slamming the door with clattering ferocity, yelling, 
"Crybaby, crybaby!" 

That, Spielberg says, is what he did when he 
saw his father crying in his mother's arms. It 
was easier to wedge pieces of his story into his 
movies—into the masculine anguish of Close En 
counters; into E.T., with its recently broken fam 
ily; into his script for Poltergeist, where a little girl 
presses so close to the television she's almost ab 
sorbed by it. It was easier to put all those things 
into the movies, rather than into a movie. Spiel 
berg's mother was right—not about the eyeball 
frying capabilities of the TV screen, but about 
knowing when to leave the safety of metapho: 
behind and face the overwhelming beauty of the 
lived experience, — With reporting by MARIAH 
ESPADA and SIMMONE SHAH O 
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— — REMEMBERING 
Martin Luther King Jr. 


5 things I’ve learned curating the MLK Collection at Morehouse College 


Vicki Crmmford werten Cotes 


For the past 12 years, civil rights historian Vicki Crawford has worked as the director of the Мотеһоияе College Martin 
Luther King Jr. Collection, where she oversees the archive consisting of iconic sermona, speeches, writings and Akut 
materials belonging to King. e Few archives of historical papers compare with the importance A the Moretwrise King 
Collection. Aside from King’s life, the collection chronicles mary of the major evorita that occurred during the ci rights 
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MLK Jr. 


vision of love 
still matters 


Joshua F.J. Inwood 
Penn State 


More than 50 years after the assassination of Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr., the United States remains divided 
by issues of race and racism, economic inequality as 
well as unequal access to justice. These issues are 
stopping the country from developing into the kind of 
society that Martin Luther King Jr. fought for, 

Asa result King's words and work are still relevant. I 
study the civil rights movement and the field of peace 
geographies. Peace geographies thinks about how dif- 

ferent groups of people approach and work toward 
building the kind of peaceful society King worked to 
create. Americans faced similar crises related to the 
broader civil rights struggles in the 1960s, 

So, what can the past tell us about healing the na- 

tion? 

Martin Luther King Jr's understanding of the role of 
love in engaging individuals and communities in con- 
flict is crucial today. For King, love was not sentimen- 
tal, It demanded that individuals tell their oppressors 
what they were doing was Wrong. 


King's vision 


King spent his public career working toward ending 
segregation and fighting racial discrimination. For 
many people the pinnacle of this work occurred in 
Washington, D.C., when he delivered his famous “I 
Have a Dream” speech. 

Less well-known and often ignored is his later work 
on behalf of poor people. In fact, when King was assas- 
sinated in Memphis he was in the midst of building 
toward a national march on Washington, D.C., that 
would have brought together tens of thousands of eco- 
nomically disenfranchised people to advocate for pol- 
icies that would reduce poverty. This effort - known as 
the "Poor People's Campaign" – aimed to dramatically 
shift national priorities to address the health and wel- 
fare of working people. 

Scholars such as Derek Alderman, Paul Kingsbury 
and Owen Dwyer argue that calling attention to the 
civil rights movement, can "change the way students 
understand themselves in relation to the larger project 
of civil rights" And in understanding the civil rights 


STATESMANJOURNAL.COM | MONDAY, JANUARY 16, 2023 | ЗА 


movement, students and 
the broader public can see 
its contemporary significance. 


Idea of love 


King focused on the role of love as 
key to building healthy communities and 
the ways in which love can and should be 
at the center of our social interactions. 

King's final book, "Where Do We Go From = 
Here: Chaos or Community?" published in the 
year before his assassination, provides his most 
expansive vision of an inclusive, diverse and eco- 
nomically equitable nation. For King, love is a key part 
of creating communities that work for everyone. 

Love was not a mushy or easily dismissed emotion, 
but was central to the kind of community he envi- 
sioned. King made distinctions between three forms of 
love which are key to the human experience: “eros,” 
“philia” and most importantly “agape.” 

For King, eros is a form of love that is most closely 
associated with desire, while philia is often the love 
that is experienced between very good friends or fam- 
ily. These visions are different from agape: 

Agape, at ће center of the movement he was build- 
ing, was the moral imperative to engage with one's op- 
pressor in a way that showed the oppressor the ways 
their actions dehumanize and detract from society. He 
said, “In speaking of love we are not referring to some 
sentimental emotion. It would be nonsense to urge 
men to love their oppressors in an affectionate 
sense[...] When we speak of loving those who oppose us 
[...] we speak of a love which is expressed in the Greek 
word Agape. Agape means nothing sentimental or ba- 
sically affectionate; it means understanding, redeem- 
ing goodwill for all men, an overflowing love which 
seeks nothing in return,” 


Why this matters now 


In the face of violence directed at minority commu- 
nities and of deepening political divisions in the coun- 
try, King's words and philosophy are perhaps more 
critical for us today than at any point in the past. 

As King noted, all persons exist in an interrelated 
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community and all 
are dependent on each 
other. By connecting love to | 
community, King argued there were 


人 opportunities to build a more just and 


y economically. sustainable society which 

respected difference. As he said, “Agape is a 
willingness to go to any length to restore community ... 
Therefore if I respond to hate with a reciprocal hate I do 
nothing but intensify the cleavages of a broken com- 
munity.” 

King outlined a vision in which we are compelled to 
work toward making our communities inclusive. They 
reflect the broad values of equality and democracy. 
Through engagement with one another, agape pro- 
vides opportunities to work toward common goals. 


Building a community today 


At atime when the nation feels so divided, there is a 
need to bring back King's vision of agape-fueled com- 
munity building and begin a difficult conversation 
about where we are as a nation and where we want to 
go. It would move us past simply seeing the other side 
as being wholly motivated by hate. 

Engaging in a conversation through agape signals a 
willingness to restore broken communities and to ap- 
proach difference with an open mind. 

Joshua F.J. Inwood is a member of the American As- 
sociation of Geographers. The association is a funding 
partner of The Conversation US. 

This is an updated version of an article originally 
published on Nov. 16, 2016. This article is republished 
from The Conversation under a Creative Commons li- 
cense. Read it here: https://theconversation.com/ 
mlks-vision-of-love-as-a-moral-imperative-still- 
matters-89946 
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MLK's daughter urges action 


Speakers say 'beloved 


community' is elusive 
В. i 

Bill Barrow n 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 


ATLANTA - America has honored 
Martin Luther King Jr. with a federal 
holiday for nearly four decades yet still 
hasn't fully embraced and acted on the 
lessons from the slain i rte 
his t daughter onday. 

TheRev. de cor who leads The 
King Center in Atlanta, said leaders - 
especially politicians – too often cheap- 
en her father's legacy into a "comfort- 
able and convenient King" offering easy 
platitudes. | 

"We loveto quote King in and around 
the holiday. ... But then we refuse to live 
King 365 days of the year," she declared 
at the commemorative service at Ebe- 
nezer Baptist Church, where her father 
once preached. 

The service, sponsored by the center 
and held at Ebenezer annually, head- 
lined observances of the 38th federal 
King holiday. King, gunned down in 

Memphis in 1968 as he advocated for 
better pay and work conditions for the 
citys sanitation workers, would have 
celebrated his 94th birthday Sunday. 

Her voice rising and falling in ca- 

dences similar to her father's, Bernice 
King bemoaned institutional and indi- 
vidualracism, economic and health care 
inequities, police violence, a militarized 
international order, hard-line immigra- 
tion structures and the climate crisis. 
She said she's "exhausted, exasperated 
and, frankly, disappointed" to hear her 
fathers words about justice quoted so 
extensively alongside "so little progress" 
addressing society's gravest problems. 

"He was God's prophet sent to this 
nation and even the world to guide us 
and forewarn us. ... A prophetic word 
calls for an inconvenience because it 
challenges us to change our hearts, our 
minds and our behavior, Bernice King 
said. “Dr. King, the inconvenient King, 
puts some demands on us to change our 
ways." 

President Joe Biden was scheduled 
Monday to address an MLK breakfast 
hosted in Washington by the Rev. Al 
Sharpton’s National Action Network. 


A large group gathers to watch a wreath-laying ceremony Monday on Martin 
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Luther King Jr. Day at his memorial in Washington. PHOTOS BY ANDREW HARNIK/AP 


Sharpton got his start as a civil rights or- 
ganizer in his teens as youth director of 
an anti-poverty project of King's South- 
ern Christian Leadership Conference. 

"This is a time for choosing," Biden 
said, repeating themes from a speech he 
delivered Sunday at Ebenezer at the in- 
vitation of Sen. Raphael Warnock, the 
senior pastor at Ebenezer who recently 
won reelection to a full term as Georgia's 
first Black U.S. senator. 

“Will we choose democracy over au- 
tocracy, or community over chaos? Love 
over hate?” Biden asked Monday. 
“These are the questions of our time 
that Iran for president to try to help an- 
swer. ... Dr. King's life and legacy - in my 
view - shows the way forward.” 

Other commemorations echoed Ber- 
nice King's reminder and Biden's allu- 
sions that the "beloved community" – 
Martin Luther King's descriptor for a 
world in which all people are free from 
fear, discrimination, hunger and vio- 
lence - remains elusive. 

In Boston, Mayor Michelle Wu talked 
about a fight for the truth in an era of 
нурег-рагнайледір and misinforma- 

n. 

"We're battling not just two sides or 
left or right and a gradient in between 
that have to somehow come to compro- 
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Martin Luther King Ш, center, and his 
wife Arndrea Waters King visit with 
Memorial Foundation President and 
C.E.O. Harry Johnson Sr., right, during 
a wreath-laying ceremony at the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial. 


mise, but a growing movement of hate, 
abuse, extremism and white supremacy 
fueled by misinformation, fueled by 
conspiracy theories that are taking root 
at every level,” she said. 

Volunteers in Philadelphia held a 
“day of service" focused on gun violence 
prevention, The city has experienced a 
surge in homicides that saw 516 people 
Killed last year and 562 the year before, 
the highest total in at least six decades. 

Some participants in the effort's sig- 


over words 


nature project, led by Children's Hospi- 

tal of Philadelphía, worked to assemble 

gun safety kits for public distribution. 

The kits include “gun cable Jocks and 

additional safety devices for childpzoof--- 
ing,” according to organizers. They.aleo. 
include information about firearm stor- 

age, health and socíal services informa- 

tion, and coping in the aftermath of gun 

violence, 

Other kits being assembled high- 
lighted Temple University Hospital's 
“Fighting Chance" program and includ- 
ed materials to enable immediate re- 
sponse to victims at the scene of gun- 
fire, organizers said. Recipients are to be 
trained in the use of the materíals, 
which include tourniquets, gauze, chest 
seals and other items to treat crítícal 
wounds, they said. 

In Selma, Alabama, a seminal site in 
the civil rights movement, residents 
were commemorating King as they re- 
cover from a deadly storm system that 
moved across the South last week. 

King was not present at Selma's Ed- 
mund Pettus Bridge for the initial march 
known as “Bloody Sunday,” when Ala- 
bama state troopers attacked and beat 
marchers in March - But he joined a 
subsequent procession that successful- 
ly crossed the bridge toward the Capitol 
in Montgomery, punctuating efforts 
that pushed Congress to pass and Presi- 
dent Lyndon Johnson to sign the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965. 

The Pettus Bridge was unscathed by 
Thursday's storm. 

At Ebenezer, Warnock, who has led 
the congregation for 17 years, hailed his 
predecessor's role in securing ballot ac- 
cess for Black Americans. But, like Ber- 
nice King, the senator warned against a 
reductive understanding of King. 

“Don't just call him a civil rights lead- 
er. He was a faith leader,” Warnock said. 
“Faith was the foundation upon which 
he did everything he did. You don't face 
down dogs and water hoses because 
you read Nietzsche or Niebuhr. You got- 
ta tap into that thing, that God he said 
he met anew in Montgomery when 
someone threatened to bomb his house 
and kill his wife and his new child.” 

King, Warnock said, “left the comfort 
of a filter that made the whole world his 
parish," turning faith into “the creative 
weapon of love and nonviolence.” 


Honeybees play an essential part in about « 
Americans eat. CAMILLE FINE/USA TODAY ES y 
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